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Have you foundthat there is always something more to buyE Not just with
cars, but everything.

YouaburgerE ONould you like cheese on that? Would you like to make that a
combo meal? Do want to go big ontha? Could | interest you in acookie?

More money does not decrease the pressure of dealing with moneyE just means
you can get in more trouble quicker.

Jonahan Hadewrites of the new trendin America of Lottery winne suppot
groupE People think they are on easy street discover tha more money comes
w/ awhole new set pressuresE Q know, you®@ bewilling to sponsr alotto
winna SG in your hous.

In this series Roge and | have talked aboutsetting theright priorities for our
financesE Give, Save, Live. (Get thetapesif youmissed them)

Em adeagreat point last week aboutoneof Jesusteaching®@. Jesusdidn®say
money istherootof evilE )
What istherootof al kindsof evilE?  (love of money) give out a dollar

Nothing wrong with making lots of money, buying guffE it@ when we love
money theway we would loveachild, spousE orE or God.

Oneof thegreat examples of aguy who gets thisrightis Abraham. | wantlook a
major event in hislifetha illugrates wha it lookslike to prioritize oneg3 life
with Give asthefirst priority.

In Gen 14 several cities near Abram become embroiled in war.

There are 4 kingswho control acodition of other city-states, and when a
few of these city-states rebd these 4 kingsthey goon arampageE they start
tearing up everythingin ther pahE and as they approach the Dead SeaBasin 5
different kingsfrom the area come togeher to fight backE 2 of thekings
happen to befrom Sodom& Gomorrah. They destroy everythingin ther path.

Ghe four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then
they went away. They also carried off Abram's nephew Lot and his possessions, since
he was living in Sodom. One who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the
HebrewO
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At this point Abram isreally outof harms way. He was awealthy man who
owned alot of landE He was powerfulE butif hesticks his neck into the
middle of thisfighte he standsto loos alotE including hislife.

When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318
trained men born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan.

Thisisabattletha could cog Abram everything he has, but hegivesit upfor
someoneelse

You®e jug gotto ask the question?Why make a sacrifice for Lot... he@ not
the sharpest tool in theboxE Lot doesn’t deserve this...

He( not a shining example of character and steadfastnessE It was his bad
choices tha got him sucked into the materialism and depravity of Sodom
Abram could have said ONephew, you made your own bed now seep init.O

So Why did Abram puthis hous, land, all his posessions and even his own
life at risk?

He loved hisnephewE! )
~Thetruthise 1@n LotE yourLotBWe get sdewaysE we make choicestha
putusin thedegp weeds

Oneday Jesusis sitting at thetableE picks upthebread and saysE think of this
asmy bodyE my lifeE Then hebreaksitE Orhisis my bodybroken for youO
— 1@n goingto sacrifice my bodyE my lifefor youE NextE

Ghen he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, Drink from it, all of
you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness
of sins.0

Why would Jesusjug pourouthislife? Because He loves Y OU!

1t@& notthat Jesusthoughtdieing on a cross was easy or pan freeE scripture
tells us Jesus dreaded the thoughtof desth on a crossk
> Jesusloved hislifeE hejud loved youand me more.

If youde aparentE youundestand this.

v You®e sacrificed sleep, you®e watch Barney thedinosaur andthe Tela
tubbies until you were ready to throw up in the kitchen sink.

v' You®e given up countess weekends

v' You®e given upyour own hedlthE toddlers are like little Petri dishesE
wherever you take them germs jusE  sooooo# stick to themE  then they
bring it home.

v' Older wiser paentstell me deepless nights will nat go away when Cole &
Chan become teensE  thereasonsjus change
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v Maybeyou have an adult child who@gotten sidewaysE and it breaks your
heartE butyounever giveuponthemg WHY ?7?7?

Because you lovethemE. youlovethem more than you loveyour own body.

During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing
them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. He recovered all the goods and brought
back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other
people.

Agang ove whdming oddsAbram defeats 5 Kingstha until nowwere
very successful warriors.

Abram is big stuff now, in fact two kingscome calling on him immediately
They@ewonthebattleE 318men have defeated thousndsof warriors, they are
dandng and cheeringE there was probably talk of forming aflag footbd| team
to compete with the Egyptiansto the South, and the Hittites to naorth.

They aresingingE We will, we will, rock you. Maybe they didn’t sing that
exact song

> Then theKing of Salem shows up

Ghen Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God
Most HighO

Don®miss the foreshadowing of Jesus Christ with thebread and wineE being
symbols of his bodyandbloodE (We are goingto come back to thisin amin)

@nd he blessed Abram, saying, Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of
heaven and earth.Oblessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your
hand."

God is the source of life.

~ Abram led thebatleE but heundestoodtha the real wisdom, power, and
strength of hislife all went back to God.

~ Asfollowers of Christ we seek to live in this same truthE  Let me illustrate

One afternoonthis past summer Chandler was at summer camp and Angie was
gone So it wasjug Colie and me. Shewanted to go fourwhedingE Sowe
drovedown into alargeriverbedE Put Colie on my lap gave her thewhesl and
floored it. We were flying down thewashE shedidn®always look strait ahead.

While Cole tech thedriverE thetruth wasE | was playing avery active
role. Shecould not have donewhat shedid w/o meE

Later sheistelling Angie aboutit andsaidE Q think dad was making the
truck go.O
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~ For followers of ChritE  we undestand tha therea strength of our lives
comes from God. His wisdom, his power, His joy.

Thequestion for Abram isE howdol respond?How do | respondto the source
of lifeE my sudainer.

Abram looksat the celebrationE thepiles of riches taken in the battleE and

Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. O

Abram@3 respong is apractice tha hasitsroots gaing all theway back to the
Garden of EdenE Hisrespong was atithe

Tithingis an act of devotion

A titheistheact of giving back to God thefirst tenth of wha we have received
asincome. Whether it was cropsharvested, or live stock, or apay check.
Different in different culturesE It is something God has asked for throughout
scripture

A tithe is never done flippantly... Youcan singasong,doasimply act
of serviceE say aprayer, putafew budsin theplate (All of which are N
important) BUT weQe al donethem mindlessy or w/ a casudness tha didn®
match

Ever fall adeep while praying?Yeametoo. It hgppensE  but | Qe never fallen
asleep writing my tithe check.

No onetithes casudly or flippantlyE it isawaysaddiberate actE that is
meaningful to God.

Picture Abram in these momentsET hisis nat like he@ slipping Melchizedek a
couple budks unde thetableE

He@ taking a tenth of all the spoils fromthis batleE thisisthe spoils
collected from severd cities by these four kings This would have meant loading
upwagond& usinganimal to haul itE  Everyonewould have noticed wha was
happening.
~What an expressionto 318 men who foughtfor Abram. Wha an example of
humility to the hogages who had been rescued. Think of the kingswho had log
thar cities and now have control of them agan.

Fundamentally, tithing is oneof the greatest acts of devotion we ever

makeE
It isatangible act of putting God first in my life.



Persond

Lev 27:30

| want to share a passage of scripture tha has helped me undestand the great
value of tithingE N
It hasincreased my joy intithing. It@G foundin Lev 27

Thisis achapter tha is seemingly very boringE it iswalking throughthe
technical methodsof the Hebrews for handling atithe, how to handle propety
exchangesin theyear of the Jubilee, how to devote thing€E. Then it makes this
statement revealing something of God® heart.

‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees,
belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.

Thisisholy to GodE Thisisan act of worship and honorto God.
Thisisimportant to God.

Homemade Card from Chan
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To anyoneel se this may or may notbeval uaquE butthey areto parentsE It
was something tha hedid tha was a gift to meE Hedid it for me.

So picture this moment following the Battle. Wha will hgppen? How will
Abram respond?

Walk over to table w/ Lord’s supper elements covered

Desire

Consgderation:

~ Melchizedek bringsoutthebreadE a symbol of God provisionand a
foreshadowing of Christ@ body:

~ He bringsoutthewineE asymbol of God®@ power and theforeshadowing of
Christ@ blood shed on the cross.

He@ pointi ng Abram back to the God heloves. The God who loves him and
sugainshimke. He@ saying don®miss the oppotunity you have to dolove God
as adevoted one

Next week we will besharing the Load® SupperE we will sharein the bread
andthecupE It will bean oppatunity for all of usto cometo thistableasa
tithersE To love God as devoted ones.

If youhave never tithed as alife-style. )
| would like youto puttha outas an issue before you and God. PrayE  ask
HimE Seeif hedoesn®@putadesirein you heart. To tithe



| bdieve God puts that desire in our heartE

~ It doesn®mean it isn@easy. It ways feelsrisky. Tithingrequires faithE
God can | still makeit finandally if | givingupthefirst 10 percent?

Tithing is oneof the greatest acts of devotion we ever makeE

It is something we desire as Christ followersE As much as Chandler loves to
make gifts for me.

SoE for many of you next week may bethefirst time you come to this table not
just asa ChristianE butas adeeply devoted oneE Bring your first titheas an
act of worshipE and experience the Lord®@ Suppe from awhole new
perspective.



